Mfay 20, 2009
To Our Deer Elder Brethren and Fellow Believers in the Lord,

Loving greetings to each of you in the zame of our Lord Christ Jesus, whose suffering,
desth on the cross, and shed blood mede aalvation forus all possible,

Ve have each in our own time heard the call of the Lord unto repentance, With &
broken and contrite Spirit, we soughl Him in tears and found forgiveness for our sins
and peace of heart. By the grace of God, we daily endeavor 1o walk in peace 2ad 3 the
faith vnto which we were called, We cannot yicld to & different faith and doctrine 1han
that which we have embrased wih onr “arst love,

With deepest love and hunility we sharz our heartfelt concems regarding cerlain
dectrinal issues which have rigen UE smoang vs. We de not lightly address these
miarers, b through mch praver and Furmhle submission to the Holy Spirkt do we
share our grave concems. With a simpls faith in Christ we Jive aur fves 1o His homos
and with a singleness of heart do we serve Him, not regarding our fmape or sfatus
among men. The thitg we hold most dear is our standmg in the eyes of God, We are
constrzined and cannot compromise God's will in our lives by accepting the following
falez dovtrines and erronesus practices embraced by tose oulside sud inside the
Apostolic Christian brotherhood, S

bre Defense of the Faith

Reasons for this treatise

Express beliefs

Clerify falze doctrines and practices
Defend the f&4th

L.a. Eernal Becurity, Onee Saved, Abways Saved, Sinning Daily

To eddeess the docirinal betefs which are being challenged in the Apostolic Christian
Church, we must first examine a central doctrine which is embraced by many in
nominal T

Christendom, The felse doctrine of eternal security or once saved, always saved,
Feprestmis @ core belief which has many fentacles frading from #t {22e podnts 2-6
below). This dectrine is niot new, but was devizsed memy centuries 2go, o justify man's
continwal Bving in a sinful state,

The etemal security belief embraces the thaught thet sslvation cannot be lost and the
persen s & saved sinmer, which lesds to the belief of "we sin daily,” This is contrary to
the words of Jesus in Johm 5:34 - “Aferward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said
whie i, Behold, thow arl made whnle: SN Do nitze, [e5 2 worss { hing come unto
thee.” Living a sanctified life facs 210:32), shunning worldliness {Tiws 2:12) and ali

ungodliness, is not important to the persca whe feels 2 flse security in his salvacion,

who does not belisve thal he cag Gl



1.k Faitkfuloess and Overcoming Sin Is Essentiz] for Balvation )

In direct conirast to sterna] security, we believe that the frue believer is called to live a
life free from sin (John 5:14, John £:11) by the strength of God-given grace, Through
Christ. God re-crested man 1o & new creators v.i:urh conld overcome s {1 Coe 5: ]'?’}l
Whether knowingly or unknowingly, the Apostolic Cheistian Church n some plages is
rapidly drifting into and practicing aspects of eiemal security (sse points 2-6 below).

According to Revelation 3.5, living a faithfu) 1ife of imer purity and overcoming sin is
pecessary to remain in the Book of Lile, We belisve thet & person who willfully sing a
desth sin afrer baptism has f2llen ewsy and is oo Jonger saved voless repentance yields
God's mercy.

We canuot accept the doctrne of eternal security and itspractices, "Shall we coniinue -
in sin, that grace wmy abound? God forvad? (Rom 6:1-3)

2.a. Christ's blood covering past, present, and future sins

1f & person believes that Christ’s blood covers a person's pavt sins, his prcsu:rl sing, and
his future sins, he feele securs in his salvation. The ddor is open to careless kv ng with
no real reason for nesding to overcome sin. This path leeds a person back into sin and
he denies the essence of the Lord's m::-tnmg w0 Lhm -aa-“rh whn.h Wes 10 give rman
freedom and pawer 1o Overcome sie

2.5 Christ s Blood Remaving Past Sins
Coatrasting the above doctrine, v Believe that v-he.'r- We fr:]1, the burden of our sin and
sought the Lord in repentances, we became broker (Me 21:44, Luke 20:18) and of a
contrite spmit. Through fith, Ci‘ais‘:s Llood removed our sing.. “and their sin and
iniguities will I remember no more. " (Heb 10:1 7 Howr csn fature sins be forgotien

before they are commimed? He crealed & mew heart within vs, clean (P 31:301 and fee
from sin. God's Word says Christ disd once and we éammot crucify the son of God
afiesh for addiions] forgiveness (Heb 10:5-27, Bom 6100, Therelore, we canoot believe
that he who has fruly been converted and willfully sins & sin unto death cen again 1gke
Christ o {he eross snd crucify Him & fecond time' (Het 645y, Applying the blood of
Christ to fotore sins of a believer is to embrace etgmel secerity, which we cannot do.

Even thougl there-sss-Blders inthe Apestolic Clrisiian Chureh who openly condess
that they belisve Christ's blood remsoves all st we cannot acoept the belief that
present sins (comsnitted by a person not overcoming atpresent) and future sing
{commitied by a person not overcoming in the fufure) are removed by Christ’s blood
which wes ghed only once. {Rom 3:14-25)

3.e. Faith Alone

The doctrine of eternal security sirongly embraces fagil alone, fmplying that works are
nol necessary. Believers who wall obediently by the Word, denving themselves of a
worldly appearance and lifestyle, are told that these works are oot needed for sabvation.



Only faith is needed. The believer who wears modest attire, forsakes worldly activitie
and desires to live a holy and zanctified Life is wcreatingly viewsd as being zelf
righteons, even by some within the Apastolic Christisn Church,

b, Faitf: and Works

Fanth-atone will not get us to hesven. The true belipver % active in pood works of
obedience and feithfulness inevery aspect of his Bfe, thereby revealing the preserce o
fzith. The Word directs us to live a sanctified life. (1 Cor 3:17) God instrieets us to he
haly, (1 Pel 1:15-18) The worls afum:ighl&ﬂumesﬂ, inchiding “the lust of the flesh, the
lost of the eyes, and the pride of 15" (F John 2:16) must not be a part of the believer's
Tifa.

“We believe that faith and works of rightesusness are bath necessary for sabvation. The
Bible says “failh without works iz dead.” [ars 2:26} We believe faith slone s 2 false
doctrine which is infiltrating the Apostolic Chringan Clureh,

4.5 Complete resforation for 21 Sin .

Associated closely and a tentacle of etemal security & full and complete reinglalement
of a belisver who has willfully committed a dezth sin lohn 536-17). If the personis
testored fully into church fellowship regardless of the depth of sin, this act siprifies
that the soul has the same standing as & person who hee by the grace of God beer shie
to keep himself fee fom sin. We are aware of unfortuniate souls who had been Triving
in deep sin during and after their repentnce and baptism, who were restored to
cotimplete or fall fellowship in the Apostolic Christian brotherhood. (Beb 6:4-8)

£.b. Retaining Chireh Diseipline

A desth sin 15 an abomination m the sight of God and (e choreh kes s duty to Tmpatt

chirch discipline or excommunication 1o kezp the body of Christ purified. We believe
that church diseipling & a form of love {3 Cor 5:3-5) and & help 1o overcome willfal sin g
Tim 5203

We canmot accept the somplete resioration far 2l sin (Hen 10:26),

5.5 Surety of Heaven

Passing judgment on someone’s life, by placing him i heaven is snother aspect of
ctemnal security becanse there is a disregard of Wheibier the sou) has been @ithful in
Gad’s eyes. Minisiers at funeral services who sssuzedly place someone in heaven (or
hell) take upon thernselves a degree of stemal judgmient which the Seriptures reserve
only for God. o

3.b. Hepe of Heavey
We believe the true end faithful have & Lope (Fhil 1:20, Gl 3:3. Cal 1:5, 1 Thes 5:8, T 1T, Tt
5.7 Heb 6:11) of beaven, We cannot pass jodgment on the stems] destiny ofa soul by



defimilely placing them in heaven &1 the me u:}ff:_leaﬂu, oF in strnilar manner, :
comdemning someons to bell when they leave this world. God enly knows their
destiny,

6.4, Continuous Conversion entil Death

A tmlachs of efernal security iz the belief that the conversion process is never-endimg
and exiends throughout life. In this view, a person mnakes 2 decision to senve God and
becomes instantly comveried and then works st becomisg Christ-like for however long
it takes. The expression, only believe and accept Christ and vou will be zaved, is often
heard along with this evangelical docirine.

6.5, Complete Work gf Conversion before Baptizm

The reverse of the above false docirine dirests 3 person o do the works of repeniarice
first, turn his life zronnd (Acts 2618}, and fhen come to.a poiat of conversion (Acs 3:19)
The conversion of the Apostie Pan| is a Biblical example. (Aces 2122}

Fast 62 2 natural birth does oot take ph:s'_iﬁstazari}',' 5'6}':;' is épirj*h:aiiy. Pain and stugeh:
occurs before a bormeagain believer comes forth, Thus, conversion is a complete work
a§ in ke manner Christ's death onthe cross had 2 completion when he said, “His
fmished, ™

Allowing baptisms of converls who are not dead 1o theworld iz an injustice to them
and a deceitful act, piving them the falze bope that the sre ready to be bom into a life
of faith before the old man has did off if the heart hag not been chansed of
worldliness and the persop i still walking with the world, be lacks full understanding
of the copverted life. The desire to overcome is weals znd iz fileelv to Jead to
urdfaithfulness 1o God during the teials of Hie. 11 is unfat to fhe comvert to Jet him
belicve he is converted when he may not be.

“Furthermore, a partizlly-converted person will not be contemed with 2 simple,
pesseful walk with the Eord and in bone, will desire-something mers 10 satiefy his soul,
This will result in wanting o bring worldliness hack imfo his e and eventually into
the church, causing offense o the brethren and friends alile.” (Windy of Doctrine, The
Conversion experience, pager 20-211 - :

i

Beeause of the above discussion, we cannot be a part of baptizing souls whe are still
living in the world and are oot dead fo the ways of the world, oaly partialiy comerted
ernot converted at all.

T.a. Hierarchy, .

God has given sertain brothers the responsibility of belng shepherds of His flock, a
duty that camnot be sccomplished withow grace from sbove, Christan hisiory reveals
how church holiness deteriorates i the leadership becomes a hisrarchy which takes the
position of priest between God and man. Differing from the O3 Law, the New
Teslament teaches thai there is no nesd for a pries, bt that cach believer hes an open
way fo approach God through Jesus Christ (3 Cor 3:3). We are concemed that some of



f.a.

the leadership in the Apostolic Christian Church does not become imperions, piving
less and lass recognition 1o the lay brethren’s ability {o discem the spirits,

The Ecomenical principle of insisting on accepiznce of (hose who do not share the
same belief is being promoted by some of the leaders of the Aposiolie Christian
Church (eg. in conference topics, Light from the Woard, i memorandums, and a1 the
Elder forums of the Elder Planning Commifte).

7.b. Brotherkood of all believers

""We belisve in the Word of God as the fins] avthority and as absolite moth™ (Winds of
Doctrine, page 12). We believe the Holy Spirit can move the heart of sach indfvidual
believer and can spesl to all whe are ofa humble mind. God iz ot a respecter of
persons and teveals Himself o the brother and sister of Tow degree ez well 25 1 those
who have high positions in the church. While we recognize and Tespect the duties and
Tesponsibilities of verious brothers within the church, we beljzve that Cod can speek to
all truly converted souls {1 Cor 3:3) and elders have equal authordy aad duties. Ooe of
the historical strengths and protections of the Apostolic Christian church is “there is oo
hisrarchy within the elder body, Fach is of equal authority and responsibility...”
(Statemnent of Faitn), e 2

Church leaders should recogmize and Tespect the leading of the Holy Spirkt among the
brotherhond even as the spirit of proving s praved for during testimonies. As in all
aspects of a believer's walk, the Hely Spint can provide a heavissss and reluctinge to
move ahead, or it can provide a peace that a1l is in order. Refogal fo hear the concerns
of the By brsthren as they listen to the Holy Spirit's promptings is a grave matter, (J

ar. 6:4. T3 Cor. 3:3) We believe the brotherhood shovld *, . be perfectly joined together in
the same ming and in the same udzment™ T Cor 314},

Justification of Doctrinal Fornication . :

Allowing the infroduction of different belief and procssses {eg. the cultarz] change
effort) into our faith and bringing evangelical doctrines into the chureh is destructive 1o
the truth. This has been manifested in the last decade by removing brethren fom the
mimnistry who are sound in doctrine and faith. In like manner, lay brethren are fesling
pressure from Elders to conform andfor sccept soumenival philosophiss and practices
that embrace filse doctrnes, Additionally, svteptance of the use of commentaries,
cutside reading meferials and interfaith {mtenmingling with other faiths) Bible stodies
Is 2 departure or rejection of the docirine of separation.’

&b, Retaining Apostolic Christian Doctrines

Meny of our forefathers endured much affiiction and Terzeculion to cast off these falze
doctrines snd find the tree and simple pa#h to the heard af God. (Gal 1:82-0



We cannot accept another gospel (G 1:6). We cannot fellow enother spinit (I Cor 11:34)
We made & covenant in the watsers of baptizm io follow the Lord and yield ourselves to
the Jeading of the Holy Spinit untal death

We reference an exhortation made at & Genera] Conference more than 25 years ago...
"Now what about trends in organized Christianity? We mentioned that cvr forefathers
believed desply and prasticed & distinet separation from other spiritual groups, and they
had their own distinct idestity, ther own traditions, their tnigue lifestyie and
gppearznce, and many fhings thai drew them together..And surely the doctrine of
separation was emphasized to them {the children of Tarael), wasn'i 27 Don’t mingle
weith those people around you, don™ get imvolved in Molatry, mixed merriages, and all
thess gorts of things. And ves, we know we're in a diffezent age todey, but Paul said,

o out frow among them and be ve separate” and we believe there again that
prineiple can apply when 7 comeas o spiritoal Infermingling ™

“What happens when ministers of all different faiths start coming together and’
comparing notes, or people of different religions start warding to do things together?
You kave to remove The things that are d ifferent besast They cause trouble, and 50 you
se¢ a lot of good in esch coe, but they decide let's ignore our differences, we'll s=t
those aside. And many, many times, unforiunaiely, that happens 1o be a sohd doctninal
item that has to go by the wayside.”

9,2, Intelleciual Study of the SeviptaresHigher Criticism
An mtellectual approash to smdying the Scriptures with the use of man’s reason and
logic is characieristic of the New Evangelical Moviement, This scholarly and
intellectual approach is also khown az“higher driticiem” Blder commitiees which have
engaged in snel activity and immersed themselves 4i the study of certain wozds or
Phrases in the scyiptures are a divect pattern of the Mei ??a:gﬂhg]s (fir examgie: The
Soversignty of Ged, ete) Intellecivnl sfudies €asily becdne a wresting of the scriptures {P:
36:5)or tum ioto & debate *...in which are some things kard Lo be understood, which
they that are unieamed and unstahte wrest, as they do also other seriptures, unto ther
own desiroction.” (O Pe 3:16) ) :

8.5, Siaple and Bumble Faith in the Bikle, :
We believe ina simple and humble faith in t‘:-? Bible.

“Reasom, logc, and mtellect became the standards by w; ich truth was determined,
rather thao by a simple and homble faith in the Elb]e s the Word of God, A method
for studying the Bible known as higher crivicism” ' had & devastating effect on the
doctrinal basis of many chuches. This method atfempls to determine by homan
rezsoning what the avthors of fhe Scripture intended to comvey by their words, as
compated 1o a literel acoeptance of the scripiura) writings as truth. This opemed the
door to wide-spresd differences and errors m the interpretation of the Scriptores,”
(Winde of Doctrine, page 3)



“sttan is making nroads info our fith and causing confusion in our brotherhood by
frying 10 convinces us that many of the aneiend landmerks of our f3th ame mo longer
important. He wants us to believe that we can wal: with God and hold bands with the
wotld” Demying the Obvists' — Light from the Ward

“The Apostolic Christian Church i buill on the foundaiion of ths tezchings of Christ
and the Apostles, We seek the inspiration of the Spiri for our preaching and teaching,
end not the enticing words of man's wisdom {1 Cor 2:4). Ag part of the body of Cloist we
strive for the preservation of true fith. We do not tske part in moden trends such ag
ecimenism with s de-emphasis on distinetivensss in doctrine and practice, which
ultimately Jeads lo a watering down to the lowest common denominztor of slandards of
beliefl” Weiribuer of Gur Chnirch ' ~Light from the Word

Tha, Qutreach

A desire to pray for the vnsaved and be instromenia] i show e the way to salvation
i& commended i the Scriptures (fames s:20), However, there is o prowing posh to first
develop a relationship with thoss we want to draw to the Lord, and then tell them about
Jesus, whether they are seeking Him or not. This iz odtent done though beng mvolved
with worldly activities which the people of this world enjov, such &z playing bali, ete.
Although the Siendly imfent mmay be pure, the methads of “bringing them m"” is not
scriptural. (1 Tim 4:12) Participation in worldly sctivities sssms fo be Justified end i
sometimes even encouraged by some of the leadership of the Apostolic Christizn
Church (eg. young Bros. who Thy ball with inter-city boys and then aft er the game
witness to them about Christh, Those active in these endeavors reach out and
evangelize, ut often it is & comvineing of sonlk to “accept Christ” rather thep s
tepentance and conversion with sn overcoming life to follow. Another example of
inappropriate outreach is when brethren, including ministering brothers, condnct
traming sessions or how to wimess and nstruel others on what techniques to use to
"save soule." Thus salvation becomes the work of man

10.6. Selvation as the work of the Spirit ~—~ * _

The Apostles, sarly church fathers, apd our forefethers followed the prompting of the
Spirit in sharing the gospel and plan of salvation, whith is the belief thet repeniance,
conversion, and forsaking of sin are necessary 1o find peece with God. We believe in
bringing the secking soul to the inn (church) and cering for them unti] they are baptized
mio the body of Christ. We are willing and heppy io share our God-given beliefs to the
geeking soul because sabvation is the wosk af the Spift. "Corme ye out from smeng
them, and be yo seperate; saith the Lord, and fouch nof the unclean thing.™ II Cor, 6:17

For many decades, the Apostolic Christian Church bt been lead of the Spirit in
drawing souls to the Lord by responding to nquiries froin searching gonls.. perhaps
ehering personal convictions, bringing thems fo churel, and cur persomal life’s exampie
of fithf:iness.

“A tree disciple of Chrdst does not have  “fi] lowship with the unfraitful works of
darkness” (Epl 5:11), but rather be reproves them, In & colinre mdulging in plaasure,



ease, and materiakism, he se=s himself as serving = higher and rnote soul-satisfyl g
purpose in life. He thus focuses on “redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (B
A:16). He seeks to “kesp ]:limsi:lfunspc.-ﬁtd from the world™ {Jam 1:27) 5o that his heart
mzy be an honorable dwelling placs for the HDJ_-K Spirit: He i keendy aware of the
impaTiance D*’pﬂ'ﬂa}mg a comsistent examople, for the diseiple™s Nife reflects npon his
master, A true discipls 35 willing to bear the cross of Christ, whatever the cost may be.
A humble, obedient lfestyvle will ofien draw questions fom other about one’s Bith.” &
True Disciple of Chrisn ' — Light from the Ford

1l.a. Unity Effort

Gireat efforls are baing pul forth viz the Elder forums and the eulivral change process t
bring shout spirioaal wpity within the brotherhoad throsgh various organizations]
methods. The unity effort emphasizes relationshap building, scceptance of differonces,
commnnication, listening skills, and corporate business technigues. Those promoting
thiz gnity effort have from time 1o time accused faithfd brethren (both individuaily an
collectively) as being rizgid, implacable, selfrighteous, hereiical, ete, The various
sindies, Blder surveys, and programs enacted over the last severs] years are examples
of man’s relionale [E.‘l.ra ngelicism}. We cat not accept fuch praciices but rather
embrace the example of the Apostle Paul in his epistls to the Corinthizns, “And wmy
speech and mv preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, bud in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power; That your faith shoud not stand i the
wigdom of men, bot in the power of God.” 1 Cor 24-5)

"“There are moany other examples that could be cited inwhich the children of the Isael
allowed themselves to become allied with ungodly people and it cost them dearly,
David recognized this danger and wrote “Blessed it the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungedly, por standeth in the way of sinvers, ner sfteth in the seal ofthe
seomnful” (Fs 1:1). The Psalmist cantioned us that this sivstion gets progressively more
sericus. First we welk with thém, then westand vxltntsem and finally we it with
them.” CWeighs ' -Light from the Word

1L, "Spivitual unity is an end result of spiritual ongness ™
Spiritual oneness and live mindedness must be present before there can be spiritoz]
unity,

“Now [ beseech you, brefthren, by the name of ot Loz ;v:sus Chrst. that ye all speak
the sam= (hing, and thet there be no divisions amang you; but that ys be pﬁfﬂh
jmined together in the zame wind and in the same jodament.” 1 Cer 1:10 “Ondy led vour
conversetion be as 7 becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether J come and see you,
or else be absent, I may hear of youy asfass, that ].r-t ‘gtund fasi o one spirit, with ome
ming striving mgc‘; =5 for the faith of the gospel™ P 127

The issnes that cause divisions in the brotherhood have not changed, for example,
different dostrines, failure to use the holy kizs, TV, atiending meovies, participating i



sporiing activities, insppropriaie dress, sisters cuthing their hair, preparsd and i
imappropriste ministerng, worldly fonerals and weddings, the use of wou atud your
praysr rather then thes and thow, ete. Spiritual diversity is responzible for the ok of
umly.

“For as many as are led by the Spirll of God, they are the Sons of God." (om &14)
“...fear thou the Lord and the king: and meddle not with thern that azz given to
change,"

Pro 2d:2)

Witk deep humility and in samoestnoss of the Spinil, we are compeiled t exprass our
Ged-given sonvictions to fand on the teachings in the Scriptures tather than on man's
rationale. (Acis 5:24.39) Althongh we highly respeet the office and duties of Elders apd
ministers in the church, we canmel fallaw the Slse dectines and 1eachings that e
rising imchecked among us and driving & decp wedge inthe brotherhood, (M) 1 3:33-
37) We can only conchede with the words of Stephen as he wes anartyrad for his fith,
“Lord, lay net this sia to their charge.(act 7600

Humbly and Joviesly,
In the name of Chrel,

A Group of Bretheen

Hote: This document 5 not signed by any individasl se i i n work of numerges
gingere brethren in faith, Our desire i= 10 drawe clear Hines with he doctrines adéressed
hereln rther then to drew attention 1o certzin church members. The signatures ars
omitted, not becwuse of lask of cousags or Forthrightiest. Should it come to soffering
vepieach and abese for our faith end comvictions whichwe believe have been veveniad
e by God, we are willing 1o endure, “Bui he thet 81 endure wmo the end, the srme
shall be saved ™ Mat 2013 e promised 1o be troe afd Rithful in the witers of baptism,
and we fee] compelled o Lesp the covenant we mads, eaty with God's Erace, in order
to remain on the way to Heaven. May God grant us each the Spirit of discermment and
strength 1 ovescome m fese last days,



